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This
booklet is about a more than seven-year period that will occur in the future.
For many, it may be one of the strangest texts they will ever read. Although most
people will disregard it, perhaps some will pick it up again when the time
discussed here has come.


 


The author studied theology at the Baptist seminary in the Netherlands and
has written many books on various theological topics.
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What
will happen in the future?


A young man
once asked me: is it true that the Bible says that the world will perish by
fire? Apparently, he had heard that the apostle Peter had written about this:




10 But the day of the Lord will come like a
thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be
destroyed by fire. (2 Peter 3:10) 





Peter
prophesied about the end of the world two thousand years ago with these words.


At the time
this young man asked me that question, there was a very real risk of nuclear
war between the West and the Soviet Union. It wasn’t that strange to assume
that in a Third World War the world and all life on earth would perish by a
nuclear apocalypse.


What
is a prophecy?


The word “prophecy” is derived from the Greek word propheteía.
In a general sense, a prophecy reveals something that is hidden. When we talk
about a Biblical prophecy, it is generally a predictive statement from God about
future events. 


What kind of prophecies are there?


God speaks audibly to
humans 


One of the first examples of this is when God calls Abram:




1The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and
your father’s household to the land I will show you. 2“I will make
you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and
you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and
whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed
through you.”  (Genesis 12: 1-3)





God calls
Abram in this verse with a promise that He will fulfil in the future. He
promised Abram that his offspring would be as countless as the stars. Abram was
old at that time and had no children. Yet he believed that God would keep His
promise. God gave Abram (“exalted father”) therefore a new name and called him
Abraham, which means “father of many”.


After many
years, Abraham’s wife had a son, Isaac, who also had a son, Jacob, whom God named
Israel. Over time, the offspring of Abraham has grown into the present-day Jews,
the people of Israel. Christ was born of Israel and so Abraham became a
blessing to all nations. 


The promise
God gave to Abram will be fulfilled even more, as we will see in this booklet.
There will be a kingdom of peace on the whole of the earth in which the
offspring of Abraham will have an important role. Then all the peoples on earth
will be blessed through Abraham.


Later God
also told Abraham what would happen in the distant future:




13Then the Lord said to
him, “Know for certain that for four hundred years your descendants will
be strangers in a country not their own and that they will be enslaved and
mistreated there. 14But I will punish the
nation they serve as slaves, and afterward they will come out with great
possessions. 15You, however, will go to
your ancestors in peace and be buried at a good old age. 16In the fourth generation your descendants will
come back here, for the sin of the Amorites has not yet reached its
full measure.” (Genesis 15:13-16)





The Bible tells
that at some point Abraham’s offspring indeed lived in Egypt and were led by
Moses to leave Egypt and go to the land that God had promised Abram.


God gives prophecies through
dreams


An example of such a dream also occurs during the life of Abraham. God
often gives prophecies in dreams in the Bible.




3But God came to Abimelek in a dream one
night and said to him, “You are as good as dead because of the woman you have
taken; she is a married woman.” (Genesis 20:3) 





God also
uses symbols in dreams. One of Abraham’s great-grandsons was Joseph. When he
was young, Joseph had a dream about the future that he himself did not
understand:




6He said to them, “Listen to this dream I had: 7We were
binding sheaves of grain out in the field when suddenly my sheaf rose and stood
upright, while your sheaves gathered around mine and bowed down to it.” 8His
brothers said to him, “Do you intend to reign over us? Will you actually rule
us?” And they hated him all the more because of his dream and what he had said. (Genesis 37:6-8) 





Later,
these brothers would come to Egypt and bow down to the most important ruler after
Pharaoh, not knowing that this person was Joseph.


Joseph had
obtained this position because he first explained the prophetic dream of
Pharaoh’s two chief officials (the chief butler and the chief baker) in prison. For that reason, he was
later called to Pharaoh to explain his dream:




1When two full years had passed, Pharaoh had a dream: He was standing
by the Nile, 2when out of the river there came up seven cows, sleek
and fat, and they grazed among the reeds. 3After them, seven other
cows, ugly and gaunt, came up out of the Nile and stood beside those on the
riverbank. 4And the cows that were ugly and gaunt ate up the seven
sleek, fat cows. Then Pharaoh woke up. 


5He fell asleep again and had a second dream: Seven heads of grain,
healthy and good, were growing on a single stalk. 6After them, seven
other heads of grain sprouted—thin and scorched by the east wind. 7The
thin heads of grain swallowed up the seven healthy, full heads. Then Pharaoh
woke up; it had been a dream. (Genesis 41:1-7) 





These
dreams were God’s way of letting Pharaoh know that there would first be seven years
of abundance and that they would be followed by seven years of famine. 


There are
many examples of this type of prophecy in the Bible.


God speaks through visions


Prophecies given in the form of visions are a special category. This
type of prophecy is usually given in images. These images often symbolize
something that is going to happen. The prophet Daniel is given information in
visions about kingdoms to come in the future, seen from his perspective. This
is how he describes it:




3I looked up, and there before me was a ram with two horns, standing
beside the canal, and the horns were long. One of the horns was longer than the
other but grew up later. 4I watched the ram as it charged toward the
west and the north and the south. No animal could stand against it, and none
could rescue from its power. It did as it pleased and became great. 


5As I was thinking about this, suddenly a goat with a prominent horn
between its eyes came from the west, crossing the whole earth without touching
the ground. 6It came toward the two-horned ram I had seen standing
beside the canal and charged at it in great rage. (Daniel 8: 3-6)





Later Daniel is given the explanation of what he saw:




15While I, Daniel, was watching the vision and trying to understand
it, there before me stood one who looked like a man. 16And I heard a
man’s voice from the Ulai calling, “Gabriel, tell this man the meaning of the
vision.” 17As he came near the place where I was standing, I was terrified
and fell prostrate. “Son of man,” he said to me, “understand that the vision
concerns the time of the end.” 


18While he was speaking to me, I was in a deep sleep, with my face to
the ground. Then he touched me and raised me to my feet. 19He said:
“I am going to tell you what will happen later in the time of wrath, because
the vision concerns the appointed time of the end. 20The two-horned
ram that you saw represents the kings of Media and Persia. 21The
shaggy goat is the king of Greece, and the large horn between its eyes is the
first king. (Daniel 8: 15-21)





The best-known visions are those of prophets such as Isaiah (750-700 BC)
and John (around 90 AD).


What kind of prophecies
are there?


There are roughly four types of prophecy. Some prophecies are a warning.
This kind of warning can be found in the book of Acts:




27During this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28One
of them, named Agabus, stood up and through the Spirit predicted that a severe
famine would spread over the entire Roman world. This happened during the reign
of Claudius. (Acts 11: 27-28)





Many important prophets in the Bible speak of three things that will be
discussed here.  


-         
The
future of Israel; 


-         
The
coming of the Messiah (Christ) and; 


-         
The
second coming of the Messiah at the end of time.


Prophecies about the
future of Israel


A prophecy about Israel that is unknown to many is that of Moses (in around
1450 BC) when he prophesied about what would happen if the people became
unfaithful to God.




58If you do not carefully follow all the words of this law, which are
written in this book, and do not revere this glorious and awesome name—the Lord
your God— 59the Lord will send fearful plagues on you and your
descendants, harsh and prolonged disasters, and severe and lingering illnesses.
60He will bring on you all the diseases of Egypt that you dreaded,
and they will cling to you. 61The Lord will also bring on you every
kind of sickness and disaster not recorded in this Book of the Law, until you
are destroyed. 62You who were as numerous as the stars in the sky
will be left but few in number, because you did not obey the Lord your God. 63Just
as it pleased the Lord to make you prosper and increase in number, so it will
please him to ruin and destroy you. You will be uprooted from the land you are
entering to possess.


64Then the Lord will scatter you among
all nations, from one end of the earth to the other. There you will worship other gods—gods of wood and stone, which
neither you nor your ancestors have known. (Deuteronomy 28: 58-64)





Old Testament prophecies
about the coming of Christ


A special
category of prophetic texts consists of texts in the Old Testament that deal
with the coming of the Messiah, later revealed to be Jesus Christ. Sometimes
they are described in such a way that with a superficial reading you do not
immediately understand what it is about. Several of those prophecies about the
coming of Jesus are from the prophet Isaiah, who lived in the eighth century BC.
A well-known prophecy describes many characteristics of Jesus:




1Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the Lord
been revealed? 2He grew up before him like a tender shoot,  and like a root out of dry ground. He had no
beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we
should desire him. 3He was despised and rejected by mankind, a man
of suffering, and familiar with pain. Like one from whom people hide their
faces he was despised, and we held him in low esteem. 4Surely he
took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him punished by God,
stricken by him, and afflicted. 


5But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our
iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds
we are healed. 


6We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our
own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 7He
was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a
lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so he did
not open his mouth. 8By oppression and judgment he was taken away. Yet
who of his generation protested? For he was cut off from the land of the
living; for the transgression of my people he was punished. 9He was
assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, though he had
done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth. 10Yet it was the
Lord’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though the Lord makes his
life an offering for sin, he will see his offspring and prolong his days, and
the will of the Lord will prosper in his hand. 


11After he has suffered, he will see the light of life and be
satisfied; by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and he will
bear their iniquities. 12Therefore I will give him a portion among
the great, and he will divide the spoils with the strong, because he poured out
his life unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors. For he bore the
sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors. (Isaiah 53:3-12)





This
describes how Jesus healed the sick and took the sins (transgressions) of the people upon Him (as
a sacrifice for sin) and died between the wicked (two co-crucified murderers) and was buried in a rich man’s
grave: this was the grave carved into the rock, given by Joseph of Arimathea.
It is also stated in the text of Isaiah that He would live long (after rising from the dead) after his death and have many descendants (followers).


It would
take too much time to go into the accuracy of the Biblical prophecies; a
thorough study of this text from Isaiah could produce a booklet by itself. The
point here is to give brief examples of what Biblical prophecies are. From
there we will look at what the prophecies say about the end of the world as we
know it today.


Prophecies about the end
of the earth and the return of the Messiah


The return of the Messiah[1]/Christ[2] and God’s
intervention at the end of time is what the Bible calls “the day of the Lord.”
We started this book with the text:




10But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will
disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth
and everything done in it will be laid bare. (2 Peter 3:10)





This verse is about a destruction of the earth with fire. But why?




How
and why will the world perish?


 It was not so strange, after all, that the
young man once asked me if the world will perish by fire. With all the
available nuclear power, this could easily have been achieved by mankind themselves.


The Cold
War, which could have been a fulfillment of Peter’s prophecy, ended years ago.
The number of people, such as the aforementioned young man, who still have some
sense of Biblical prophecy is declining rapidly in our (Western) part of the world.


 


The Cold
War ended; does this mean that the danger has passed? Will the world now not
perish through divine judgment? No, the danger has not passed. The Bible
describes how the earth will undergo chaos, after which Jesus will return.


So, the
world will perish as a judgment for people’s sin and to make a new start. 


The Bible
doesn’t say that the earth will suddenly turn into an apocalyptic inferno. The
present world will go through a very difficult time, after which there will be
a thousand-year period of peace on the present earth. Only after that kingdom
of peace will the current earth be replaced by a new one.


Peter’s words are about God’s
coming final judgment 


Shortly
before this new world will be established, all people from the old (current) earth
will be judged, before they are admitted to the new world. 


When we
stand before God, hopefully there will be much that we can be proud of, but
there certainly will be much that we will be ashamed of. There will be no
excuse for those deeds. 


The idea of
a judgmental God does not appeal to many. They have heard that
God is love and probably cannot imagine how this can be reconciled with
judgment. Yet this coming judgment is part of the preaching of the Gospel. The
Gospel is good news because the message is that this judgment can be prevented.
God has taken the judgment upon Himself in Christ. Everyone who believes in
Christ and does what He says is spared from this coming judgment. But how can
that be for the people who died before Jesus died for the sins of the people?


After death


When we die
at the end of our earthly life, our soul does not cease to exist. The Bible
speaks of the realm of death where the deceased reside. This realm consists of two
parts, with an unbridgeable gap in between. The righteous will be “in the bosom
of Abraham”, where it is good, and the wicked will be in a place of torment,
which is a very bad place (Luke 16:19-31). 


This realm
of death is a temporary place until judgment for God’s throne has come (Revelation 20: 11-15). On judgment day the dead will be led out of this realm and taken
before God and the place itself will be destroyed.


If we are
acquitted by God’s judgment before God’s throne, we may continue to live with
God on the new earth. 




14“Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the
right to the tree of life and may go through the gates into the city. (Revelation 22:14)





‘The city’
is the new Jerusalem that descends from heaven. The place where God lives with His
people.


Those who do
not wish to depend on God’s grace will have to bear the consequences of their
actions and will therefore be condemned. The apostle Paul wrote that the church
is waiting for:




7(…) when the
Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire with his powerful angels. 8He
will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord
Jesus. 9They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut
out from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might 10on
the day he comes to be glorified in his in his saints. (2 Thessalonians 1:7-10)





Those who
do not know God and have no wish to be reconciled through the work of Christ
will live on in an awful place far away from the face of God. Jesus said:




43If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off. It is better for you
to enter life maimed than with two hands to go into hell, where the fire never
goes out. (Mark 9:43)





With these last words, Jesus referred to Isaiah, who prophesied:




22“As the new heavens and the new earth that I make will endure before
me,” declares the Lord, “so will your name and descendants endure. 23From
one New Moon to another and from one Sabbath to another, all mankind will come
and bow down before me,” says the Lord. (Isaiah 66:23-24)





The soul
lives on in the new heaven, close to God who is life, or it is far from Him in a
place of eternal horror. This judgment is something everything depends on.


For what will we be judged?


Many people
live like a student who ignores that there will ever be a final exam. We do not
have the precious time given to us on earth without a purpose. In the end we
are judged in God’s judgment. We are judged by what we have done with our
talents during our lifetime. It is not in that judgment that good works will
compensate for our bad ones. It doesn’t work that way at school, and it doesn’t
work in a legal system either. God’s judgment, and also that of a judge on
earth, is not a school exam. It is not the case that the result of 55% good “answers”
(actions) is rounded up to a pass. It is not
the case that you can go to heaven with a 50% grade and that everyone with a
lower result does not make it and is therefore sentenced.


Offenders are
convicted in court for their offences. In addition, the good deeds are not counted
as compensation. Everyone has done good things, but everyone has also broken
God’s commandments. That is in our nature. Everyone has lied (whether once or
often), stolen, misused
God’s name, defrauded his parents and often violated more of God’s commandments
through adultery or other immoralities. Everyone can justify why he or she did
that, but that doesn’t help. He who has violated God’s law is a sinner and
therefore guilty before Him on the judgment day.


We read in
the beginning of Genesis how we all tend to break God’s commandments. We will
not go into this here.


God cannot
be righteous and yet acquit those who do not repent and who do not feel guilty
about it and whose offences have not been reconciled. Every violation of the
law must be reconciled, even if it is a single one. This must be done by the
offender himself or by someone else in his place. The violation of God’s law
leads to death and no death sentence can be reversed. Only God can do that, and
He did that in Christ.


Much can be
found in the Bible about the judgment before God’s throne at the end of time.
This will take place at the end of the current earth, before the new one
begins. To put it simply, God does not want the new earth to become like the
present one. He will not let in anyone who does not want to know Him and will
only live for his own sake. He will not let sin and suffering start again.


What
does the Bible say about the end of the earth?


The word “apocalypse”
comes from Greek and means ‘revelation’. The last book of the Bible, which is
called Revelation, contains the prophecies that John received about the end of
the earth. The book of Revelation reveals that a disastrous end will come to
this world. That is why the word ‘apocalypse’ has become synonymous with the disastrous
end of the world.


There is a
lot in the Bible about the time that precedes the destruction of the earth
mentioned by Peter. 


On the
first pages of this booklet were the words of Jesus when He spoke about the end
of the world:




21For then there will be great tribulation, unequaled from the
beginning of the world until now—and never to be equaled again. (Matthew 24:21) 





The Bible
often and in many ways speaks of what will take place in the years before Jesus’
return. In the years immediately preceding this moment, Jesus says here, there
will be a great tribulation. This tribulation is so bad that such a thing has
never happened before and will never occur again.


 Christians who have dwelt on this topic, refer
to the apocalyptic end of the world as “the great tribulation”. The Bible
describes in some detail what will happen during the great tribulation, and we
want to discuss this now.


The great
tribulation will precede the end. During this tribulation, earth as we know it
will end in violence. At that time, the greatest political, military,
environmental and social disasters will take place. Is there anything more to be
said other than it will be terrible?


Should we study this topic?


As
mentioned, there are many texts in the Bible that describe the time shortly
before Jesus’ return. What discourages people from focusing on this topic?


On a
regular basis people are in the news because they predict that the end of the
world is near. The attention they receive in the media for this is generally
negative. That alone is not very motivating.


There are many
reasons why it isn’t motivating to study the biblical prophecies on the worlds
ending. 


It is not a fun topic


To begin
with, the end of time is not a fun subject. It’s about disasters and accidents.
In addition, it may dismay non-believers that God is also a God of an
apocalyptic world end. It is much more positive to talk about the love of God
and to comfort each other with the image of heaven than confront people with a
judging God and the onset of tribulation.


Has Jesus not discouraged
his followers to study the end times?


For some it
isn’t encouraging to be concerned with the end of time and the coming of Christ
because of something Jesus Himself said. Shortly before Jesus went to heaven,
his disciples had one more question:




6Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this
time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” (Acts 1:6) 





This
restoration of Israel that his disciples ask for will take place at the end of
the great tribulation. Jesus’ answer:




7He said to them: “It is not for you to know the
times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. (Acts 1:7)





If Jesus
tells His disciples that it is not for them to know the times or opportunities,
then the same goes for the church. Many draw the conclusion that they do not need
to know about the prophecies about the end of time.


Why should we study these
prophecies?


Studying
the prophecies is still worthwhile for a number of reasons. The fulfillment of
prophecies shows that there is a plan behind the events on earth; that God has
given these prophecies and that He governs history. Another positive point is
that the prophecies show that our lives are embedded in something greater than
just the short time that we are on earth. An important factor in all this is
that those who love Jesus have a desire for a new creation, in which He can be
known in a way that goes far beyond (“only”) the belief that we now have in Him.


Does Jesus
say that we cannot know anything about the end? Jesus tells His apostles - and
therefore also the church - that it is not given to them to know the time of
His coming and the restoration of the kingdom of Israel. Are we to accept that,
no matter how motivated we are to know?


The
conclusion that Jesus said that His disciples should not be concerned with His
return is not justified. If it were the case that Jesus meat that (God) the
Father does not want His disciples to be concerned with future things, He would
not have given that many prophecies about this topic.


How can we
understand Jesus’ statement?


What can we know about the
moment of the end?


Anyone who
digs into this matter will notice something remarkable with regard to timing in
the prophecies about the end times.


For example,
the prophet Daniel writes something that even seems to contradict what Jesus
says. Daniel receives a prophecy about what will happen to his people (Israel):




1“At that time [the end of time – KM] Michael,
the great prince who protects your people, will arise. There will be a time of tribulation
such as has not happened from the beginning of nations until then. (...). (Daniel
12:1)





After this announcement Daniel hears more information about that period (we
will not go into that here), and then sees in his vision a man, whom he questions:




6One of them said to the man clothed in linen, who was above the
waters of the river, “How long will it be before these astonishing things are
fulfilled?”  (Daniel 12:6)





With “these astonishing things” Daniel refers to the tribulation at the
end of time. He then gets the answer:




7The man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the river,
lifted his right hand and his left hand toward heaven, and I heard him swear by
him who lives forever, saying, “It will be for a time, times and half a time. When the power of the holy people has been finally broken, all
these things will be completed.” (Daniel 12:7)





This
information is of interest to those who study it, along with what John writes
in Revelation. It is not surprising that Daniel, 600 years earlier, did not
understand it very well.  He says:




8I heard, but I did not understand. So I asked, “My lord, what will
the outcome of all this be?”


9He replied, “Go your way, Daniel, because the words are rolled up
and sealed until the time of the end. 10 Many
will be purified, made spotless and refined, but the wicked will continue to be
wicked. None of the wicked will understand, but those who are wise will
understand. (Daniel 12:7-10)





After this, he becomes very concrete:




11“From the time that the daily sacrifice is abolished and the
abomination that causes desolation is set up, there will be 1,290 days. (Daniel 12: 11) 





This text
describes, to the day exactly, what will happen. From the moment that “the abomination
of desolation” will be established, the angel says, it will be a specific
number of days (1290). The tribulation will end after this number of days.


We know from
Revelation 19 and Zechariah 14, for example, that redemption will come when
Jesus intervenes on earth at His coming. It appears from all this that the
moment of Jesus’ coming and the restoration of the kingdom of Israel can be
determined very accurately for those who will witness the abomination of
desolation revealed. 


How can we
understand this in combination with Jesus’ words to his disciples, that it is
not given to them to know the time?


The abomination of
desolation?


Jesus knew
about the existence of Daniel’s prophecy. He himself also refers to the “abomination
of desolation” that Daniel spoke about. He says:




15“So when you see standing in the
holy place ‘the abomination that causes desolation,’ spoken of through the
prophet Daniel—let the reader understand— 16then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 17Let no one on the housetop go down to take anything out
of the house. 18Let no one in the field
go back to get their cloak. (Matthew 24:15-18)





Jesus is
clear that He is referring to the same moment that Daniel is talking about when
He goes on:




21For then there will be great tribulation, unequaled from the
beginning of the world until now—and never to be equaled again. (Matthew 24:21) 





Here, Jesus
refers to the same moment of the coming of the abomination of desolation as the
angel when he speaks to Daniel describing the end of time.


Daniel says
that when the abomination of desolation is seen in the holy place, it will take
around 1290 days before the tribulation ends.


Why doesn’t
Jesus refer to Daniel as He is ready to descend to heaven, as his disciples ask
Him about restoring the kingdom to Israel
(Acts 1:6)  Why did He say that His disciples were not
given to know the time? 


What is the abomination of
desolation?


An
important benchmark in all of this is therefore the “abomination of desolation”
that will stand in the holy place.


For those
who read about it for the first time, this expression is almost certainly a
very cryptic indication. The answer to the question what that horror is, isn’t
that complicated. An abomination is an idol. This is stated in the Bible:




And the high places
that were before Jerusalem, which were on the right hand of the Mount of
Corruption, which Solomon the king of Israel had built for Ashtoreth the
abomination of the Sidonians, and for Chemosh the
abomination of the Moabites, and for Milcom the
abomination of the children of Ammon, did the king defile. (2 Kings 23:13,
KJ21)





In the case
of Solomon, an abomination was an idol represented by a statue. During the
tribulation, it is almost certainly more than just a statue. The text shows
that it is a person. Other Bible passages indicate that this person will have a
statue. It is possible that he will have this statue placed in the temple. It
is not clear from the texts; this may or may not happen. It seems that this abomination
is a man who is worshiped as a god. It indicates that during the great
tribulation he will state that the spirit of Christ is in him. In that capacity
he will be the (ghastly) abomination that enters the temple which at
that time will again be in Jerusalem. About this moment the apostle Paul writes:




3Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come
until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness[a] is revealed, the man doomed to
destruction. 4He will oppose and will exalt himself over
everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that he sets himself up in God’s
temple, proclaiming himself to be God. (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4) 





Jesus will
not return to the earth, Paul says, until the abomination of desolation has
entered the temple.


If someone
presents himself in due time as the representative of God and enters the temple
or has a statue of himself placed there, then that will be an international,
political and religious provocative act. At that moment, every sane person on
earth who foresees the consequences will hold his breath.


The temple
square is currently the most disputed piece of land on the earth. Rebuilding the
temple and reinstalling the offerings will be a miracle in itself. The shrine
in the temple, when it still existed, was strictly prohibited territory for
almost everyone. The only one who was allowed to enter there, once a year, was
the high priest. When someone, against all prohibitions, enters the rebuilt
temple and either is worshiped in person or as a statue, this will be a shock
to the world. When that happens there will be no one on earth who will miss it.
It will have the same effect as the murder of JFK or the attack on 9/11.


This entering
of the temple is the most recognizable moment during the tribulation. Once this
happens, as we read in Daniel, it will be a matter of counting the days (1290) before Jesus will restore the
kingdom of Israel.


If this is the
case, why does Jesus seem to contradict Daniel on this matter pending his
ascension to heaven? Or doesn’t he?


Did Jesus say something
contrary to what Daniel wrote?


What about
this? Is what Jesus said in conflict with what is written in Daniel?


First of
all it is important to know that Jesus does not tell his disciples that they
should not be concerned with the end of times and the restoration of the kingdom
of Israel.


Peter, who
was there when Jesus said this, later wrote:




13 But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a
new heaven and a new earth, where righteousness dwells. (2 Peter 3:13) 





It is not
only rewarding, it is even an assignment for the church to expect Christ as the
groom (Matthew 25:1-12). Both Israel and the church have always looked
forward to the coming of the Messiah. The expectation of His return should always
be on their minds: Whoever is waiting for something looks forward to it. 


It goes
without saying that we should also look for signs that indicate that this
waiting will be rewarded. 


How should
we understand what Jesus says? What’s going on here is that these are two
different prophecies about two different groups of people. These two groups of
people live in two different periods.


The disciples (church)
cannot know when Jesus is coming


The first
group is the church; Jesus tells his disciples that it is not given to them to know the time when He will
restore the kingdom of Israel. Neither can the church that emerged from the
disciples know this. 


Why can’t
they know the exact moment of restoration of the kingdom? Simply because they
will no longer be on earth at that time. For the church, existence on earth will
end at the ‘rapture’, the moment Jesus comes to gather His ‘flock’. They will
not see the abomination of desolation, and therefore they cannot start counting
the number of days that Daniel is talking about. 


The rapture
is when the tribulation begins. We cannot know when that moment will be: only
God the Father knows. That is what Jesus means.


Who can know when Jesus is
coming?


The second
group are the believers in the tribulation. After the rapture, a group of believers
will emerge. They can know about the exact moment of Jesus’ return and the restoration
of the kingdom of Israel. They will
see the abomination of desolation enter the temple and so they will be able to start
counting the (1290) days.
They will be given to know the time the disciples asked Jesus about.


A prophecy
about them is given in Revelation, where John describes them who come to faith
during the tribulation:




9After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that
no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing
before the throne and before the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were
holding palm branches in their hands. (…)”


13 Then one of the elders asked me, “These in white robes—who are
they, and where did they come from?” 14 I answered, “Sir, you
know.” And he said, “These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of
the Lamb.” (Revelation 7:9-14) 





This text
refers to what will happen after the tribulation has begun: very many people
will find faith in God. The text from Daniel, about how long it will be after
the abomination of desolation has gone into the sanctuary, will turn out to be
a blessing for them.


The moment
of the rapture does not apply to them. They missed that moment because at the
time of the rapture they did not believe in Christ. For them, the important
marker in time will be the moment when Jesus and His angelic armies will come
to the earth at the end of the tribulation. 


Mercy during the judgment


The rapture
is meant to gather Christians from the earth before the tribulation. Not
because they are such wonderful people that they do not have to go through it, as
a reward for their good deeds. The reason is that the tribulation is God’s
judgment over the earth, and Christians are not under God’s judgment because
they have already been saved by Christ.


It is a
blessing for those who will come to faith during the tribulation to know that when
Jesus comes back there will still be salvation for them.


There is
something special about the prophecies on the tribulation. The Bible describes
that period as God’s judgment over the earth. God has every reason to judge the
earth and His judgement will not be gentle. Revelation 16 speaks about the
overflowing scales of God’s wrath being poured out over the earth.


Yet it
appears that God is very concerned about the people in that time of tribulation.
He would prefer to save everyone from His judgment. In the midst of His wrath,
the Gospel will sound on earth like it has never done before. People will be
called to escape the fate of the devil and those who belong to him.


During that
time very many people will respond to the call to repent. The text we just
quoted from Revelation 7 speaks of people from all countries, tribes, and
families. There will be masses of people from all over the world who will respond
to the preaching of the gospel. God will give these people mercy, instructions,
and hope, to help them through the tribulation. In the sixth century BC, God
had already accurately determined, to the day, the timeline for the apocalypse,
and gave that information to Daniel. It is a comfort for those who will live
during the tribulation to know that God provided this information long ago, for
them and only for them.


Knowledge now and during
the tribulation


For us who
live in the time before the tribulation, it seems a puzzle with Biblical texts
and global developments to see how things evolve.


No matter
how well we understand the broad outlines of future developments, it is not
possible to exactly determine when the tribulation will begin. It is therefore
not known when Jesus will return. We cannot know when Jesus will come to gather
the church before the tribulation, nor when He will come to put things in order
on earth after the tribulation. It is impossible to say how quickly, or slowly
certain developments will take place in the run-up to the tribulation.


Many have
already been mistaken as to what would take place and when. We can see, based on
the Bible and the developments on a global scale, that it is moving in a
certain direction. No more. We are “not given” to know the moment of the rapture,
when the tribulation will begin, and when it will be completed.


At the
beginning of the nineteenth century there were already wise men with an eye for
the prophecies who were aware that a development had started that would lead to
the end of times. They spoke and wrote about it but could not put their finger
on where they were on the prophetic timeline. That is still true nowadays: the
number of people who realize that Jesus is coming soon is growing.
Nevertheless, those who are involved in this are alerted by clues that indicate
that the rapture is near. Most of them agree that it will be soon, but they
cannot know the day, month, or year, because there is no point of reference for
the rapture. There is a point of reference for the end of the tribulation: the
moment the abomination of desolation is worshiped in the temple. The end of the
tribulation will be 1290 days later.


Believers
during the tribulation may know when Jesus will return. In our time (before the
tribulation) this cannot be known. This is understandable. It has probably
never happened before that believers could predict to the day, the events that
will happen. 


The people
who live in the tribulation can count the months and days with the Bible in
their hands and thus know how long they have to keep going until Jesus comes to
redeem them. This is what I meant when I mentioned it to be a blessing. 


Ages ago, God
already cared for the people who will live through the tribulation. This will
be an enormous encouragement for them, they will desperately need it. These
people who have come to realize what is going on during the tribulation will probably
start to read in the Bible. Then they will find out that God has already
gathered His church and that they have ended up in the time of His wrath. Without
prophecies that go into great detail about the tribulation they live in, they could
easily despair.  


How
long will the tribulation last?


In a
prophecy it is made clear to Daniel that the tribulation will last seven years.
Daniel (chapter 9) describes how an angel gave him a vision of the future of Israel. This
angel described a period of seventy weeks in which everything would happen as
far as the people of Israel is concerned. The last of those seventy weeks is
about the tribulation. We will elaborate on this later. Those seventy weeks are
not weeks of seven days, but seven years.


The
order of events 


1.               
The
tribulation begins after the rapture.


2.               
The
tribulation lasts for seven years.


3.               
Revelation,
along with several other prophecies, clearly states that with His second coming,
Jesus will put an end to the tribulation and restore the kingdom of Israel.


4.               
During
the tribulation, the abomination of desolation will be worshiped in the temple
as if he were God.


5.               
From
that moment, it will last for 1290 days until Jesus comes. (It is no secret during the tribulation when Jesus will return to
restore the kingdom of Israel.)


6.               
The
people who come to faith during the tribulation will remain on the earth (if they are not
killed) until Jesus
returns.


 


All of this
shows that what Jesus says during His ascension and what Daniel and the
Revelation describe are not a contradiction: Jesus comforts His disciples and followers,
just before His ascension, by making clear to them that they do not have to go
through the tribulation. Daniel however specifically speaks comforting words to
the people who will come to faith in God during the tribulation.


Where
do we find information about the end times?


The
prophecies describing this period can be found throughout the Bible. That
information is sometimes vague, sometimes in code and ‘secrecy’, and sometimes
clear and detailed in the text.


 The information in the Bible is scattered and yet
it forms a coherent image of what is coming.  This can be seen as an indication that it was
not conceived by one person but that it was given by God to several people.


Anyone who
is familiar with my books knows that I have written a lot about this end time
theme, directly and indirectly. Specifically, in my book about the Revelation.
And in Israel’s beginning and end time,
and Was Jesus the Messiah? (only available in Dutch in 2020) It is fascinating to study this topic, but it
is quite a job to read all of these books. I thought it might be useful to
briefly describe in this booklet what the great tribulation is and what will
happen then. 


How
bad will the great tribulation be?


There have
always been major military, economic and natural disasters on earth. We only
have to think about the great plague epidemic in Europe (1347-1351) in
which 30% of the population (between 75 and 100 million
people) died. The
number of deaths in the twentieth century was much higher. This century began
with the First World War (1914-1918): “only” 8.5 million people died.


Right after
this war ended (1918), the Spanish flu was able to cause between 50 and 100 million victims
as a result of the poor health conditions.


This was followed
by the socialist/communist revolutions: nearly 100 million people died. They
were starved or killed by Marxist regimes, particularly in Russia and China.
During the Second World War (also in the first half of the
twentieth century),
around 50 to 70 million people were killed.


The
twentieth century was the century in which the most suffering on earth
occurred. Note that this suffering did not arise from religious disputes. According
to modern man, religion is to blame for all the wars in the world. However, all
of these disasters and mass murders can be traced back to the Enlightenment – just
like the French Revolution and the Napoleonic wars. Modern man said goodbye to
Christianity, and rationalism became the seed that grew into the French
Revolution and the nationalist, fascist and socialist ideologies. These atheistic
ideologies are largely responsible for all those deaths.


Yet the
great tribulation, just before Jesus returns to the earth, will be much worse
than all of this.


Revelation (6:8) describes
that a quarter of the people will perish (almost
two billion deaths) and
(Rev. 8: 9) that a third of the creatures in the sea will die. Many will die (Rev. 8:10)
because the drinking water from a third of the wells will be poisoned. During a
certain period, even the sun will give less light and it will become darker on
earth during the day (Rev. 8:12). Mass civil wars and natural disasters will
take place. There will be a reign of terror on Earth from the cruelest dictator
the Earth has ever known. As a result of hunger and struggle, many hundreds of
millions will perish: too many to be able to bury all of the corpses. This
alone will cause infectious diseases and unbearable odors.


Jesus
describes the tribulation in brief


There is a
lot of information about this future tribulation in the Bible. We find an
example of this in a conversation that Jesus had with His disciples shortly
before His death. They were sitting together on the Mount of Olives, looking
out over Jerusalem and the temple complex. They asked Him:




3“Tell us,” they said, “when will this happen, and what will be the
sign of your coming and of the end of the age?” (Matthew 24: 3-8)





There are
theologians who claim that the disciples up until the ascension assumed that
Jesus, as a freedom fighter, would liberate Israel from the Romans.


Perhaps at
the beginning of His ministry they thought that, but at the end of the three
years with Jesus, the disciples knew very well that this was not going to
happen. By then they understood that Jesus would leave the earth and only
physically return much later. “What is the sign of Your coming and the end of
the world?” They ask Him.


After Jesus
warns them about deceivers, He mentions wars and famines, contagious diseases
and earthquakes. But, He says, that is just the start of the ‘birth pains’. In
other words: the real tribulation will come after this.




9“Then you will be handed over to be
persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of
me. 10At that
time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, 11and many false prophets will appear and deceive many
people. 12Because of the increase of
wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, 13but
the one who stands firm to the end will be saved. 14And
this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony
to all nations, and then the end will come. (Matthew 24: 9-14)







How
to recognize the beginning of the tribulation? 


How do we
know when this tribulation will come? How do we know that we are not just accidental
witnesses to one of the many wars or natural disasters that occur on earth?


The tribulation
will last, as stated, a defined time of a little more than seven years, and will
end when Jesus returns.


If it takes
a defined time and there is a recognizable end, then it is obvious that there
will also be a recognizable start. The tribulation will start at a certain
moment and therefore has a first and a last day. How can we recognize that
first day?


The
beginning of the tribulation


Jesus may
have stated that we cannot know in advance the moment that the tribulation will
begin. However, this does not mean that the tribulation will just happen out of
the blue. It may not be known what year it is, but there are indications that
the tribulation will begin at the Jewish festival of the First Fruits. This
festival is part of the Passover and takes place on the fifteenth day of the
first month of the year. This festival of the First Fruits coincided with the
day on which Jesus rose from the dead.


The
events during the tribulation


It may be
that the exact moment the tribulation begins cannot be known, but once it has
begun, the broad lines of the course can be followed quite well with data from
the Bible.


The
end of the tribulation


The
tribulation will end the moment Jesus returns. 


This will
almost certainly be at the Feast of Tabernacles. The Feast of Tabernacles takes
place seven months after Passover. The general idea is that the Second Coming
will take place at the Festival of the Trumpets, which is part of the Feast of
Tabernacles and which takes place on the first day of the seventh month.


Jesus’ return
takes place in the seventh month of the seventh year after the Feast of the
First Fruits. At the feast of Tabernacles. This makes the total time of the tribulation
seven years, six months, two weeks.




The
chronology of the tribulation 


The Feast
of the First Fruits, according to the Jewish calendar, is a part of the
Passover, in the first month of the year. The months where marked by the phases
of the moon. The Jewish New Year mostly coincided with the New Year of the
Roman calendar: March 1st. Nowadays the Feast of the First Fruits is usually in
late March or early April.


If we set
March fifteenth as the theoretical date for the Feast of the First Fruits and thus
the beginning of the tribulation, then the tribulation ends seven years later,
on October 1st.


There
will be peace on earth when the tribulation begins


On that
fifteenth of March, it will be quiet on earth; wars and world problems will have
been solved and humanity will be living without fear of nuclear threats from
Iran or North Korea or of suicide bombings by fanatical Muslim fighters. 


The
religions will melt together


At the
beginning of the tribulation, the religions of the world will be united in an
institution comparable to the United Nations. The world religions will worship
their gods together as if it were one god and work together in a union of “United
Religions.” They will mainly focus on issues such as peace, justice, poverty
and the climate. It is even likely that in that union attention is paid to alarming
messages coming from aliens and UFOs about the world’s downfall.


It is most
likely that the Vatican will be the center of the United Religions. In fact, it
is even probable that Mecca will be open to non-Muslims and that everyone at
the Kaaba will be allowed to worship their own gods.


The
temple will be rebuilt


Around the
start of the great tribulation, a start will be made on rebuilding the temple
in Jerusalem. The sacrificial service will start again after the tribulation
has lasted about one year. The temple may therefore also play a role in these united
religions.


The
church will disappear from the earth


On that
fifteenth of March, God will take away from the earth all Christians who are
faithful to the Bible and Christ.


Whether and
how that will be noticeable is hard to say. The Bible speaks of the sound of
the last trumpet; the graves of the believers will open and they will meet
Jesus in the sky. Soon the living Christians will join them and ascend with
them.


Immediately
after the rapture, there will be worldwide dramatic natural disasters, and it
is not clear how long they will last. They may follow each other quickly,
although the consequences may remain noticeable throughout the tribulation.
Obviously, the source of these disasters will not be looked upon as Gods
judgement; it will most likely be seen as a confirmation of what climate and
environmental activists have been saying for years.


After these
disasters, people will be physically troubled for five months by inexplicable
pains. Those pains will be so bad that many will wish to die. They will not
succeed at this, for some unknown reason.


Europe
will become the world leader


By then, or
shortly before that moment, the European community will have changed into a
much smaller ten-state union. At the beginning of the tribulation, it will take
over the current role of America and develop into the political and military
leader of the world. The leader of this union will be very charismatic and gain
great power over all nations. He will also have a strong partner in the United
Religions, although the love comes primarily from the latter.


The
performance of this European superpower will initially be very positive. The
leader will bring peace and prosperity to earth for a short time and will be
supported by many. This will soon pass. Peace and prosperity will disappear as
a result of his politics. Locally, mankind will divide into opposing groups, as
we know it from the Middle East. Masses of people will perish in these fierce
struggles. All this will lead to great famines all over the world, which will
mainly affect the poor. A quarter of humanity will be killed as a result of
hunger, violence and infectious diseases.


Anti-Semitism
will increase


These
disasters, and the sudden disappearance of millions of evangelical and other
Bible-faithful Christians, who are usually pro-Israel, will have yet another
consequence. Anti-Semitism, which has always existed, will increase significantly.
Christians will no longer live in America and the country will become as
anti-Semitic as Europe and the Middle East already are now.


The hatred toward
the Jewish people will be so devastating that Jews outside of Israel will fear
for their lives.


Jews
from all over the world will go to Israel


For that
reason, all the millions of Jews scattered around the world will begin to flood
to Israel.


However,
Jews trying to flee anti-Semitism in authoritarian governed countries usually will
not able to leave. 


Help for the fleeing
Jews  


The fleeing
Jews will receive help from a group from Israel consisting of 144,000 people. God
will leave this group on earth during the tribulation for this purpose. They will
believe in Jesus as the Messiah. Incidentally, they will be the only ones on
earth at that time who believe in Jesus, because all the others who did so will
have been taken up in heaven.


These
people will have supernatural powers in the tribulation, in a way similar to how
Moses once did. They will be able to kill opponents with their words. If
necessary, they will even be able to stop the rain from falling when governments
oppose them, so harvests will perish in the fields. That will be a very big
problem for those countries, because there will already be a lack of food.


These powers
will facilitate the fleeing of the Jews to Israel.


After 1260 days
this operation will be completed and Jews from all over the world, plus the 144.000,
will be gathered in Israel.


Europe
will go to war against Israel


Next the
leader of the European ten-state union will declare war on Israel and the 144.000.
He will conquer Israel and kill the 144.000, despite their supernatural powers.


To put an
end once and for all to the - in his eyes - “troublesome Jews”, he will enter
the shrine of the temple in Jerusalem to be worshiped as god. This European
leader appears to be the ‘abomination of desolation’ that will want to destroy
Israel. The destruction will start after the following events:


After three
and a half days, the 144.000 will rise from the dead and ascend, just like
Jesus once, to heaven. Then there will be a strong earthquake in Jerusalem in
which a tenth part of the city collapses and seven thousand people die. Revelation
describes that everyone on earth will see this happen.


The Jews in
Israel will have seen the appearance of the 144.000, their death, resurrection,
ascension, and God’s actions. They will be very much impressed by this, and by
the events that follow. This moment is comparable with the Biblical confrontation
between Elijah and the Baal priests on Mount Carmel, when Yahweh proved with
fire from heaven that He is the God of Israel and Baal was only an idol. 


The entire
Jewish people will then recognize that Jesus is the Messiah and the European
leader a deceiver. This is the moment when the whole of Israel will convert and
recognize Christ as their Messiah.


The
European leader will become a mass murderer


The
European leader now has a major problem. He has just declared himself god in
the temple. The resurrection of the 144.000 proves that he is not. The God of
Israel has embarrassed him. There is another problem for him: all of this did
not happen unnoticed. Everyone worldwide has seen it (through
the media). In
addition, the consequences of the actions of the 144.000 have also influenced the
minds of many people. 


The works
of the 144.000 are viewed differently worldwide. Many people hate this group
for what they do. However, there are also many who, from what they have seen
and heard, turn to the God of Israel. The appearance of the 144.000, their
death, resurrection and ascension, makes the message of the Gospel known
throughout the world. It is quite possible that Jesus was referring to this moment
when he told his disciples that the Gospel would be preached all over the world
just before the end.


The
European leader will show his true nature after those 1260 days. He will have overthrown
Israel militarily; Jews from all over the world will be within his reach and he
will, just like Hitler during World War II, try to solve the ‘Jewish problem’
once and for all. He will not only be the abomination of desolation in a
religious and spiritual way, he will also physically destroy as much as he can of
Israel and the Jewish people. That is why Jesus says:




20“If the Lord had not cut short those days, no one would survive. But
for the sake of the elect, whom he has chosen, he has shortened them. (Mark 13:20) 





This moment is what the Bible elsewhere calls “Jacob’s trouble”:




3 The days are
coming,’ declares the Lord, ‘when I will bring my people Israel and Judah back from captivity and
restore them to the land I gave their ancestors to possess,’ says the Lord.”


4 These are the
words the Lord spoke concerning Israel and Judah: 5 “This
is what the Lord says:


“‘Cries of fear are
heard terror, not peace. 6 Ask and see: Can a man bear children? Then why do I see every strong
man with his hands on his stomach like a woman in labor, every face turned
deathly pale? 7 How awful that day will be! No other will be like it. It will be the
time of trouble
for Jacob, but he will be saved out of it.


8 “‘In that day,’
declares the Lord Almighty, ‘I will break the yoke off their necks and will tear
off their bonds; no longer will foreigners enslave them. 9 Instead,
they will serve the Lord their God and David their king, whom I will raise up for them. (Jeremiah 30: 3-9) 





This is the
moment the disciples are referring to when they ask when Jesus will restore the
kingdom of Israel. King David stands in for Jesus in the prophecy of Jeremiah.


The
European leader will blackmail everyone economically


The leader
of the European Ten-State Union will not only be horrific towards Israel; but, merciless
towards all who are not loyal to him because they believe in God.


By that
time, cash will have virtually disappeared; this is very convenient for the
European leader. People can only pay electronically. Anyone who is not loyal to
him will not receive a Payment ‘card’ that will be applied on the right hand or
forehead like a code. The Bible calls this “code” the mark of that leader. The
Bible is clear that those who receive this mark, because they are loyal to this
enemy of God, make themselves enemies of God. These people will be condemned by
God when Jesus comes, even if they hate the sign.


It is not hard
to understand that this will be a very difficult time for everyone who wants to
survive. Apart from the economic problems, diseases and violence, people are
forced to choose whether they love their lives more than God. Either they
choose the great leader and his self-proclaimed divinity, or the God of Israel.


The
European leader will cause a massacre of those who are not loyal to him. He
will kill many Jews and do so with countless people from the nations who have
accepted Jesus. Life will be very difficult on earth, but many will know that
they are better off with God. Multitudes of people will turn to God. The Bible
speaks of this, as we have already seen, as a time when people from all
families and all nations will be decapitated because they choose God and refuse
to follow the European leader.


Services
at the temple will be stopped


The temple
services that started just two years earlier will either be stopped or opened to
everyone. This will continue for 42 months.


The
United Religions will be destroyed


At the end
of the 42 months mentioned above, the European leader will destroy the United
Religions. The Bible does not tell how that will happen, but it will happen quickly.
He might bomb the Vatican, the building of the World Council of Churches and
the Kaaba in Mecca until nothing is left of them. Or it might happen differently.
By that time, Islam and the worldly organized Christianity, which will have
moved away from its Lord, will have been destroyed.


Israel
will manage to free itself


After the 42
months in which the leader of Europe will have dominated Israel, the people of
Israel will be able to regain their independence. The European leader will then
mobilize great armies from many countries, to attack and subdue Israel again.
That will probably happen very quickly, because by then the timeline has
already advanced in the direction of the Feast of First Fruits, when Jesus will
return. The gathering of armies can happen quickly because most of the time there
already are armies gathered around Israel from Russia, Turkey, Iran and
America.


The
armies of the world will be destroyed when Jesus comes


It won’t
come to a real attack. When the time has come for this to happen, Jesus will
return with His angelic armies and they will destroy the worldly armies.


This will happen,
as written earlier, at the Jewish Feast of Tabernacles. This celebration begins
with the blowing of the ram’s horn (Rosh Hashanah). That horn (trumpet) will now sound from heaven when
Christ comes.


During the
Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur) ten days later, the great European leader, his allies
from the United Religions and their supporters will be sentenced. This won’t be
a lengthy process, like we now know for war criminals. God of course knows the
state of affairs and the judgment before Jesus’ coming. After ten days, the
earth will be reconciled and ‘cleaned up’ by the angelic army that come with
Jesus. Four days later, during the Feast of Tabernacles (Sukkot), the
redemption of the earth will be celebrated exuberantly when the earth enters
the Kingdom of Peace.


The
government of the earth will be in Jerusalem during the Kingdom of Peace. The
Feast of Tabernacles will be celebrated in Jerusalem from that day on as a
remembrance of that moment. This will happen every year during the Millennial
kingdom. Peoples who do not attend this festival will be sending a signal that
they do not want to conform to God’s government. The result will be that no
rain will fall on their land.






 


Which
things in the world are necessary and are already unfolding?


The events
described above show that a number of conditions must be met to make all of
this possible.


The day or
the hour when the church will be taken up and the tribulation begins is unknown,
according to the Bible. That does not mean that there is no indication at all
about the matter. 




54 He said to the crowd: “When you see a cloud rising in the
west, immediately you say, ‘It’s going to rain,’ and it does. 55 And
when the south wind blows, you say, ‘It’s going to be hot,’ and it is. 56 Hypocrites!
You know how to interpret the appearance of the earth and the sky. How is it
that you don’t know how to interpret this present time? (Luke 12:54-56)





Jesus
blames his contemporaries for not observing the signs of their time. If we
observe the time we live in, what are indications the time described is at hand?


The
church must be in heaven


According
to the Bible, the day or hour when the church will be taken is not known. That
does not mean that there is nothing known about it. There is one phenomenon mentioned
in the text that precedes the rapture. 




51 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we
will all be changed— 52 in a flash, in the twinkling of an
eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised
imperishable, and we will be changed. (1 Corinthians 15:51-52)





The graves
will open, and the Lord will come from heaven at the sound of the last trumpet.
That trumpet call could therefore be a starting point.


This
trumpet call seems to be a supernatural phenomenon about which it is difficult
to say whether this will be heard on earth or not. Yet this is a possibility:
since 2008, there have been mentions of unearthly sounds being heard in the air
worldwide. This strange and disturbing phenomenon seems to be getting more
frequent. It doesn’t take much imagination to hear the sound of a trumpet in
many of these recorded sounds. This might not be a biblical thing at all, however:
occult events cannot be ruled out. 


When the
last trumpet has sounded, the rapture will take place and the church will be
taken to heaven. [i]


This means
that no initiative is requested from those involved at that time. God does not send,
as New Age followers say, spaceships to evacuate people. If the will come, it's
best not to board them.


Israel
must be a country


Another
thing what must occur is, Israel must be a nation again. This was not the case from
the rebellion of Bar Kochba in 132-136 AD until May 14, 1948, when the state of
Israel was established.


1948 has
been behind us for such a long time that it seems normal for most people now alive
that Israel exists as a nation. There are now only a few who see this as the
fulfillment of Biblical prophecies. Yet it is nothing short of a miracle that
this country arose. It is a marvel too that Israel has won all the wars that
the Arabs have started against them. These victories were not won, as assumed, with
the help of America; their help during these wars, was minimal.


The
temple


Before the abomination
of desolation can enter the temple, during the tribulation, the temple will
have to be rebuilt. 


This
rebuilding of the temple is most likely not something that Israel will pursue
with violence. The common assumption is that any attempt to rebuild the temple
on the temple mount might provoke the Third World War. Yet the temple will have
to be rebuilt so that the events described above can take place. 


As we saw: The
ministry in the temple starts after the tribulation has been going on for one
year. How long in advance the rebuilding of the temple will start is unknown.
It is likely that the rebuilding will start during the tribulation. If it
happened before the tribulation, the church would still be on earth, giving believers
a strong clue as to when the rapture will take place. It is unlikely that there
will be such a clue for them.


Europe
as the leader of the world


The Bible
does not speak about a European Ten-State Federation, but about Rome that will
play the role described above in the end of time.


The Western
Roman Empire ended in 476 AD. The European Economic Community (EEC) was
founded in Rome on March 25, 1957. From this the current European Union has
developed. Italy and Rome have a place in this Union.


It is not
necessary for the government of the European super state to reside in Rome, but
it could be.


A number of
countries in Europe have been evolving for years towards a super-state
comparable to what the Roman Empire used to be. There already is one government,
one currency, one market, one language that practically everyone speaks, and
there are open (internal) borders. What is missing is a strong leader and
an army.


The
European Union has not developed into the aforementioned Roman Empire yet. It
is but a small step, though. The step has never been as small as it is now,
historically speaking, since the fall of the Empire in 476 AD.


It is not
yet clear how the new Rome will take over the leadership of the world from
America. It is possible that America will collapse under its own role in world
politics. For example, were interest rates to go up, it would be impossible for
the country to meet its enormous financial obligations for much longer, and
these increase every day. This could lead to a crisis with consequences for its
international leadership. It is also possible that America could be hit by a
huge natural disaster that would divide the country and turn it into chaos. 


It is not
yet clear how the current Europe will transform into a smaller version of ten
countries. The European Union is very divided, has a currency in the euro that
is difficult to manage, and has no military power. It is not inconceivable that
the northern states would no longer want to pay the debts of the southern ones,
or that the countries of Eastern Europe might no longer accept the interference
of Brussels. The Union could fall apart and start again in a smaller form that would
be much more effective in taking on world power.


The Bible
does not mention the existence of the ten nation states before the tribulation.
Only that Rome will exist during the tribulation. 


The
leader of the European super-state


The leader
who will come out of this ten-nation covenant is called “The Beast” (Revelation 13)
or “Antichrist” (1 John 2:18) in the Bible. This leader may have been known
for years, but he will only receive his power and position after the rapture of
the church.


Antichrist
means ‘against Christ’. He will manifest himself as the opposite of Christ (God) and the
substitute of Christ. That is why he will demand to be worshiped in the
restored Jewish temple.


The
mark of the Beast


Of course,
the Bible does not speak of electronic devices for payment like the ones we
know of nowadays. The only thing mentioned is everyone getting a numerical code
(666) on the right hand or the forehead and those who don’t have the mark will
not be able to buy or sell anything. Such a payment system has never before occurred
in the history of the earth. [ii] There is still a lot of cash in
circulation today, but few people living in the West nowadays are paid their
salaries in cash.


In that
period most likely a “shadow economy”, a black market, could emerge. Otherwise
no one disloyal to the Antichrist would be able to survive for even a month.


United
Religions


The United
Religions has not yet been established, but is already in the making. There are
already far-reaching collaborations between many forms of religion. The current
pope (Francis) is strongly committed to this cause. [iii] One of the organizations actively
pursuing this goal, is the United Religions Initiative. On their website they
say:




In 1993, the United
Nations invited Bishop Swing to host a large inter-faith service for their 50th
anniversary. He asked himself, “If the nations of the world are working
together for peace through the UN, then where are the world’s religions?” [iv]





This
collaboration has been worked on since 1993. The pope prays in mosques and
there are Buddha statues on the altar in Saint Peter’s basilica during World Prayer
Days.


At the end
of the tribulation, God will destroy all religions of the world that do not
serve Him. This includes religions that claim to be Christian but that allow
the worship of idols in their midst.


Will the pope be the
leader of the United Religions?


There
is a prophecy from the Middle Ages that seems to confirm that the  contemporary pope plays a role in the end
times. This prediction is attributed to Saint Malachias
(1094-1148). He predicted characteristics of the popes who would follow, from pope
Celestine II up until the last pope. The contemporary pope Francis appears to
be the last on the list. It is said of this last pope that in his time the city
of Rome will fall and the church would be lost. This marks the end of time. The
description of the last pope is:




In
extreme persecution, the seat of the Holy Roman Church will be occupied by
Peter the Roman, who will feed the sheep through many tribulations, at the term
of which the city of seven hills will be destroyed, and the formidable Judge
will judge his people.  Saint Malachy,
1139 A.D.[v]





So the last
pope on the list in the prophecy is referred to as “Peter the Roman”, who will
be active during (the) great tribulation. According to the Bible, the ‘great
whore’ (the
assembled religions)
will cooperate with the Roman leader (hence Peter the Roman?). At the end of the oppression, this spiritual
whore (so
called because she should love God but ‘flirts’ with other deities) will be judged by God.


The medieval
prophecy agrees with that. When the great tribulation has ended, the city of
the seven hills (Rome) will be
tried by God. 


Conclusion


The Bible provides
a great deal of information about the end of time. The problem is that most of
this information is not easy to read and the events take place in the future.
It is therefore not easy to know if the prophecies are accurate. Does this mean
that only in retrospect we can tell if the prophecy is true? If that is the
case, what’s the point of prophecy? 


One way of
knowing the prophecies are going to happen in the near future, is to look for
developments that are pointing in the direction of fulfillment. 


There are
several signs that will foreshadow the fulfillment of the Biblical prophecy
concerning the tribulation:


1)       Israel will be a nation


In 1948 Israel
was restored as a nation after the Jews lived for almost two thousand years in
the diaspora. 


2)       The temple will have been rebuilt


This
rebuilding has yet to happen, but preparations are been made at this moment.


3)       The Roman Empire will have returned


It is
most likely that this Empire will make its return in a modern form; it might
develop from the European Union


4)       There will be a global financial system
that makes it possible to pay without money


Such a system
is already available


5)       There will be a one worldwide religion


Developments show
that religions are seeking to cooperate in a way that has never happened
before.


 


So, two out
of five of these conditions have already been established: namely, Israel is
back in existence and there is a global system that allows cashless payment.


Time will
tell whether the temple will be rebuilt and whether Rome, the Antichrist and
the United Religions will appear.


If these five
signs come together in the near future, the most important conditions for the
global tribulation described in this booklet will be met.




What
should those alive during the tribulation do?


Most people
will have no idea what is going on at the beginning of the tribulation. Although
what is happening can be found in the Bible, there probably won’t be anyone
reading the Bible in those days. 


Another
problem is that even if people did start to read the Bible, they wouldn’t have time
to study it thoroughly enough to understand the prophets about these matters.


Whoever is
aware of what is going on, for example because they listen to the preaching of
the 144.000 or because they turn to the Bible, will benefit greatly from this
knowledge. Once the tribulation has begun, it won’t be very complicated to
follow the developments on earth: everyone will see that the majority of the
Christians are gone, the temple in Jerusalem will be rebuilt, the Jews from all
over the world will flee to Israel and the tension between the Antichrist and
Israel will result in his entering into the temple.


For those alive
during that time, the most important thing to remember is not to accept the
number (the code) of the Antichrist. The chances are that this refusal will be
at the expense of your life. However, it is better to fear God than the
Antichrist. Even if you lose your life as a result of this, it still will bring
a lot of blessing, as we shall see.


Those who know
from the Bible what is going on in the world, will also know how it will end.
The Bible is clear about how long things will take, starting from the moment
the Antichrist is worshiped in the temple of Jerusalem.




11“From the time that the daily sacrifice is abolished and the
abomination that causes desolation is set up, there will be 1,290 days. 12Blessed
is the one who waits for and reaches the end of the 1,335 days. (Daniel 12: 11-12) 





The time
before Jesus returns, counted from the moment the Antichrist stops the daily
sacrifice and enters the temple, will be a maximum of 1335 days. The end is
therefore in sight.


How
can we escape the tribulation?


It is, of
course, much better to avoid being in the tribulation. We have already
mentioned the only way to do this.


The believers
that are faithful to God will not have to go through this period. Jesus told his
disciples that it was not for them to know when He would return and restore the
kingdom of Israel. The reason they cannot know that moment, was because the
church by that time will have been taken away from the earth. 


The answer
to the question how to avoid all this is simple: make sure to be part of the rapture
of the church when it occurs. The question then is: how can you do this? Paul
says:




9If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For
it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your
mouth that you profess your faith and are saved. 11As Scripture
says, “Anyone who believes in him will never be put to shame.” (Romans 10: 9-10) 





Having a
part in the rapture is not that complicated. Believe with all your heart that
Jesus died for your sins, that God raised Him from the dead, and confess your
faith openly. Basically, that is all. This is expressed in the baptism that God
has given. 


Believe,
confess, get baptized and live the life God wants you to live, which is
described in the Bible.






 


Scriptures
that support this image of the tribulation


 


First a few
notes:


There are a
few things described above that are subject of debate within the church. There
are different views among biblical scholars on the time periods of 1260 days
versus 42 months, and there are differences in how to interpret the two
witnesses and the 144,000.


1260 days - 42 months 


An
important source of information on the tribulation is the Revelation to the
apostle John. John was revealed information about a period of 1260 days and a
period of 42 months.


According
to quite a few commentators, these two are both indications of the same time period.
I don’t think that’s right. 42 months and 1260 days both last about three and a
half years, but they are not the exact same number of days - neither in the
Gregorian nor the Julian calendar. I haven’t been able to find a calendar in
which that is the case.


In
addition, the mentioned time periods encompass different events. In Revelation,
the witnesses (the 144,000) have great power over the earth, nature and
their enemies (thus also over the Antichrist and his ten-state (Roman) union) during the 1260 days. 


During the 42
months, the prophecy describes that the Antichrist (the
Beast of the Sea and his restored Roman empire) has power over the whole world and the temple
in Israel. 


Logically, this
cannot be the case in one and the same period.


2 or 144,000 witnesses


The subject
on which I differ from many teachers is that I think that “the 144,000” are God’s
instruments to bring back the Jews from all over the world to Israel and to
proclaim the Gospel in the whole world. How I see it, is that bringing back the
Jews will happen with so much power and divine intervention that this will be a
proclamation in itself. 


I am
convinced that the two witnesses are another symbolic way of identifying the 144,000.
Many other prophecies in the Bible show that the Jews will return to Israel in
the end times and that they will get help from God when that happens. I will
elaborate on that in the book Was Jesus
the Messiah and my book about the Revelation.


Many other commentators
also give the role of preaching the Gospel during the tribulation to the “two
witnesses” mentioned in Revelation 11. They see the two witnesses and the 144,000
as two different groups. These interpreters do not generally speak of these
witnesses having a role in bringing the Jews back to Israel.


Although the
differences between these interpretations are not very large, they do have enormous
consequences for the chronology. 


This,
however, does not seem to make such a big difference to the church, since they won’t
be on earth during the time Revelation speaks of. Those who are alive, on the
other hand, shall see what really happens. For them it doesn’t matter anymore
who was right. They will see first-hand who has the power in Jerusalem, and how
God will bring the Jews from around the world back to Israel. They will then see
for themselves how large the group of witnesses is, what they are preaching,
and who the leader of the restored Rome will be.


The
important thing is that in that period all Jews will go back to Israel, the
leader of ‘Rome’ will demand to be worshiped in the temple (the abomination of
desolation), and all
religions will join together. 


2300 days
after the temple is rebuilt, or 42 months after the temple has been desecrated
by the new “emperor” (Antichrist),
the armies of the world will advance to attack Israel.


If those
who are alive then want to belong to God, they must hurry.


 


Peace on earth during the
rapture


A point
where the description above differs from many commentaries on this subject is
the view of the political circumstances during the rapture. I stated above that
it will be quiet and peaceful on earth.


Most
commentators state that there will be a war. They refer to Ezekiel 38. In this
text God speaks to Gog and Magog. Gog and Magog are pointers to a partnership
of nations in what are now Russia, Turkey and Iran (Persia).


There are
at least three big wars during the tribulation but there is no mention of a war
prior to the tribulation. On the contrary, Paul writes about the beginning of the
tribulation:




1Now, brothers and sisters, about times and dates we do not need to
write to you, 2 for you know very well that the day of the
Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3 While people
are saying, “Peace
and safety,” destruction will come on them
suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. (1 Thessalonians 5:1-3)





So there is
peace and safety at the beginning of the tribulation. Ezekiel 38 cannot be
about the beginning. At the end of the tribulation however no one will be saying
that there is peace and safety on earth. Russia, Turkey, Iran and many more
countries will be attacking Israel.


Gog and
Magog are further mentioned by name during the war at the end of the millennial
kingdom of peace (Rev. 20:8).
That text agrees with Ezekiel 38, which speaks of an attack on Israel that has
recovered from previous wars and lives safely in villages.


Three wars
are described with regard to the tribulation, and one at the end of the
millennial kingdom of peace.


The first war
is mentioned in Revelation 6, where the Antichrist is described sitting on a
white horse. He then crosses the world like an invincible prince.


The second
war is mentioned in Revelation 11, where the Antichrist fights against Israel and
the two witnesses (aka 144,000).


The third
war is mentioned in Revelation 19, where again all the nations of the earth
have been gathered against Israel.


In each of
those wars the armies of Russia, Turkey, and Persia will most likely
participate, but Ezekiel 38 is very specific about the last war on earth: that
is at the end of the millennial kingdom.


It is safe
to say that this difference of opinion has no influence on the further course
of the tribulation. For the people who are alive during the tribulation, the
most important reference point is not whether a war was going on before the rapture,
but the restarting of the ministry in the temple and the moment the Antichrist (abomination of desolation) enters the temple.


Rapture
of the church 


There are
various texts in the Bible about the rapture of the church. 


The question is; when exactly will the rapture take place? Before, after
or during the tribulation?


The prophet
Isaiah writes about this event:




1The righteous perish, and no one
takes it to heart; 


the devout are taken away, and no one understands that the
righteous are taken away to be spared from evil. 2 Those who walk uprightly enter into
peace; they find rest as they lie in death. 


3 “But you come here, you
children of a sorceress, you offspring of adulterers and prostitutes! (Isaiah 57:1-3) 





God tells
the prophet that the merciful men (the devout) will be taken away from the earth
and that they shall enter into peace. The children of sinners (of the sorceress)
will stay behind in the judgment (the tribulation).


Much later,
the apostle Paul writes:




16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud
command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and
the dead in Christ will rise first. 17After that, we who are still
alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet
the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. (1 Thessalonians
4: 16-17) 





After the
believers are taken from the earth, the tribulation will begin.


There is
quite a debate about this topic. During the tribulation it will become clear at
what point in time the church has been taken away from the earth. Anyway, the
most important issue isn’t the exact time, it is that there will be a rapture
and the church will be gathered and brought to heaven.


In this
booklet I assume that the rapture will take place at the beginning of the
tribulation.


The
duration of the tribulation


The book of
Daniel is an important source of information on the chronology of the things to
come. Daniel tells us something about the duration of the tribulation. While he
was in prayer, the archangel Gabriel came to him:




22 He instructed me and said to me, “Daniel, I have now come to give you insight and understanding. 23 As soon as you
began to pray, a word went out, which I have come to tell you, for you are
highly esteemed. Therefore, consider the word and understand the vision: (Daniel 9:22-23) 





 Daniel received information from the angel
Gabriel about the future of his people (Israel). Gabriel described a period of
seventy weeks:




24Seventy weeks
are determined upon thy people and upon your holy city, to finish the
transgression, to make an end to sins, to make reconciliation for iniquity, to
bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up the vision and prophecy and to
anoint the most Holy. 


25Know
therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment
to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be
seven weeks, and threescore [=60] and two weeks: the
street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times. (Daniel 9:24-25)


24 “Seventy ‘sevens’ [or weeks] are decreed for your people and your holy
city to finish transgression, to put an end to sin, to atone for
wickedness, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and
prophecy and to anoint the Most Holy Place.


25 “Know and
understand this: From the time the word goes out to restore and
rebuild Jerusalem until the Anointed One, the ruler, comes, there will be
seven ‘sevens,’ and sixty-two ‘sevens.’ It will be rebuilt with streets and a
trench, but in times of trouble.  (Daniel 9:24-25)





The weeks
Gabriel mentioned add up to sixty-nine weeks.


After those
sixty-nine weeks, the Messiah would be killed. We know now that Gabriel was referring
to the crucifixion of Jesus Christ:




26And after
threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself. (Daniel 9:26)





Looking
back at history, these ‘weeks’ appear to be a symbol of ‘annual weeks’:
clusters of seven years. With this data it is possible to calculate when Jesus
would be crucified (for the sins of others – indeed not for
Himself).


What about
the seventieth week? This is the last week of the existence of the earth: the
last seven years. The tribulation is the last week. Based upon the concept of
annual weeks we can set its duration at seven years.


Rome
will destroy Jerusalem


Gabriel goes
on to describe that there will be a king, a people who will ruin the city (Jerusalem), and the sanctuary (the temple).




26ba nation that is to come, shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. (Daniel 9:26b)





This
destruction happened in the year 70 AD. The king mentioned was the emperor of
Rome. At that time, this was Vespasian.


Rome
will be destroyed


Rome destroyed
Jerusalem and the temple, and in turn was destroyed itself. 




26c (…) The end will come like a flood: War will continue until the
end, and desolations have been decreed. (Daniel 9:26c)





The prince
and his nation (Rome) shall perish in the “flood”. Symbolically speaking this ‘flood’ means something
like being overwhelmed by the nations. This was the fall of Rome in 476 AD. The
nations in question were the Huns and Goths who destroyed the Roman empire. Furthermore,
there were great movements of people in the fourth and fifth centuries. This is
how the king who destroyed Jerusalem (Rome) disappeared in the flood.


Gabriel
describes the period after the fall of Rome as an era of war and desolation
until the end of time.  For ever after there
will be war and destruction.


The
(perished) leader of Rome, the destroyed Jerusalem and the sanctuary will reappear


The attentive
reader will have noticed that the number of weeks stopped counting from the
moment (the sixty-ninth week) that the Messiah was been murdered (cut off). There
seems to be a gap between the sixty-ninth and seventieth weeks. All that time
Rome, Jerusalem and its temple remain destroyed. 


After many,
many years, the prophecy picks up where it paused after the sixty-ninth week. At
this time the emperor of Rome is back, just like the nation of Israel and the
temple:




27He (the emperor of Rome) will confirm a covenant with
many one week. (the seventieth week)





This is where
the last seven years are mentioned. This is ‘the great tribulation.’


Halfway
through the seven years


During this
last annual week, he (the Antichrist = the emperor of Rome) will make the covenant heavy for
Israel and stop sacrifices in the temple (which
by then must be restored).




27And he shall
confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he
shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, 





The
abomination of desolation (idol) in the temple


After the
preaching of the two witnesses (aka ‘the 144,000’), halfway through the seven years of
tribulation, the returned ruler of Rome enters the temple and forces people to
worship him as god. These actions reveal his true nature; he is the antichrist
as predicted in the book Daniel. He is what the bible refers to the abomination
(of desolation) mentioned by Gabriel.




27 In the middle of the ‘seven’[i] he will put an end to sacrifice and offering. And
at the temple[j] he will set up an
abomination that causes desolation, until the end that is decreed is poured out
on him. (Daniel 9: 22-27) 





He will enter the temple to be worshiped as if he were God. The apostle
Paul speaks of the son of destruction: 




3 Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come
until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man
doomed to destruction. 4He will oppose and will exalt himself over
everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that he sets himself up in
God’s temple, proclaiming himself to be God. (2 Thessalonians 2: 3-4) 





This is
what Jesus spoke of when He discussed this with His disciples on the Mount of
Olives:




15 “So when you see standing in the
holy place ‘the abomination that causes desolation,’ spoken of through the
prophet Daniel—let the reader understand— 16then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.
(Matthew
24:15-16) 





The
1260 days preceding the Antichrist in the temple


About the
duration of the preaching of the two witnesses we find information in
Revelation:




3And I will appoint my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for
1,260 days, clothed in sackcloth.” 4They are “the two
olive trees” and the two lampstands, and “they stand before the Lord of the
earth.” 5If anyone tries to harm them, fire comes from their
mouths and devours their enemies. This is how anyone who wants to harm
them must die. 6They have power to shut up the heavens so
that it will not rain during the time they are prophesying; and they have
power to turn the waters into blood and to strike the earth with every
kind of plague as often as they want. (Revelation 11:3-6)





The
battle in Jerusalem between Israel, the 144,000 and the Antichrist


 




7Now when they have finished their testimony, the beast that
comes up from the Abyss will attack them, and overpower and kill
them. 8Their bodies will lie in the public square of the great
city—which is figuratively called Sodom and Egypt—where also their Lord
was crucified. 9For three and a half days some from every
people, tribe, language and nation will gaze on their bodies and refuse
them burial. 10The inhabitants of the earth will gloat over
them and will celebrate by sending each other gifts, because these two
prophets had tormented those who live on the earth. (Revelation 11:7-10)





The
conversion of Israel




11But after the three and a half days the breath of life from
God entered them, and they stood on their feet, and terror struck those who saw
them. 12Then they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to
them, “Come up here.” And they went up to heaven in a cloud, while
their enemies looked on.


13At that very hour there was a severe earthquake and a tenth of
the city collapsed. Seven thousand people were killed in the earthquake, and
the survivors were terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven. (Revelation
11:11-13)





This remnant who gave glory to God, are the converted Jews.


Paul wrote about this:




25I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers
and sisters, so that you may not be conceited: Israel has experienced a
hardening in part until the full number of the Gentiles has come in 26 and
in this way all Israel will be saved. As it is written: “The
deliverer will come from Zion; he will turn godlessness away from Jacob. (Romans 11:25-26) 





As the
fullness of the Gentiles (this is the Antichrist) enters into the sanctuary of the
temple, and a great earthquake occurs; this will horrify all of Israel and they
will turn to God and be saved.


The
Antichrist


A final
reference to the leader of the restored Roman Empire (the
Antichrist):




1And I saw a beast coming out of the sea. It had ten horns and
seven heads, with ten crowns on its horns, and on each head a blasphemous
name. 2The beast I saw resembled a leopard, but had feet
like those of a bear and a mouth like that of a lion. The dragon gave
the beast his power and his throne and great authority. 3One of
the heads of the beast seemed to have had a fatal wound, but the fatal wound
had been healed. The whole world was filled with wonder and followed
the beast. (Revelation 13: 1-3)





The seven heads
and ten horns of the Beast speak of kingdoms and rulers. The beast will be a
person with many connections and influence. The dragon (Satan) gives him his power and the whole
world follows him. This refers to the ten-state union mentioned earlier.


The
42 months after the abomination of desolation enters the temple




4People worshiped the dragon because he had given authority to the
beast, and they also worshiped the beast and asked, “Who is like the
beast? Who can wage war against it?” 5The beast was given a mouth to
utter proud words and blasphemies and to exercise its authority for 42 months. 6It
opened its mouth to blaspheme God, and to slander his name and his dwelling
place and those who live in heaven.7It was given power to wage
war against God’s holy people and to conquer them. And it was given
authority over every tribe, people, language and nation.  (Revelation 13:4-7) 





For those
who are not familiar with the symbolism of the Bible, this might seem strange,
but you get used to it when you are more familiar with it.


The Beast
is the Antichrist, the leader of the restored Roman empire. His seven heads are
kings: nations that will support him. He wages war against the saints (the two witnesses - alias the one hundred and forty-four thousand). He has been worshiped as God in
the temple (the tabernacle of God). After killing the two witnesses, he has 42 months
of power over the earth.


The
rebuilding of the temple


The prophet
Daniel wrote that, from the moment the first sacrifice is made in the Temple in
Jerusalem, it will take 2300 days before Jesus comes:




13Then I heard a holy one speaking, and another holy one said to
him, “How long will it take for the vision to be fulfilled—the vision
concerning the daily sacrifice, the rebellion that causes desolation, the
surrender of the sanctuary and the trampling underfoot of the Lord’s
people?” 14He said to me, “It will take 2,300 evenings and mornings;
then the sanctuary will be reconsecrated.” (Daniel 8: 13-14) 





A time
period of 2300 days is described here. This is the time after the temple will
be rebuilt in which sacrifices will be made to God. This will be stopped by the
Antichrist and the temple will then be trampled and polluted by him. This
contamination will last 42 months, then the temple will be restored by Christ
when He returns.


The
kingdom of peace after the tribulation


After the
tribulation a new time will come. This is called the “millennial peace kingdom”.




 20But
the beast was captured, and with it the false prophet who had performed
the signs on its behalf. With these signs he had deluded those
who had received the mark of the beast and worshiped its image. The
two of them were thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sulfur. (Revelation 19:20) 





This text describes the situation shortly after Jesus will have returned:




21The rest were killed with the sword coming out of the mouth of
the rider on the horse, and all the birds gorged themselves on their
flesh. 20-1 And I saw an angel coming down out of
heaven, having the key to the Abyssand
holding in his hand a great chain. 2He seized the dragon, that
ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a 1000 years. 3He
threw him into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it over him, to keep
him from deceiving the nations anymore until the 1000 years were ended.
After that, he must be set free for a short time. (Revelation 19: 21-20:3)





The devil
is put away for a 1000 years. Here we see that there is a reward for those who
chose not to follow the Antichrist by accepting the mark (to be able to buy or sell) during the tribulation. They are allowed to reign with Christ on earth
during these 1000 years:




4I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given
authority to judge. And I saw the souls of those who had been
beheaded because of their testimony about Jesus and because of the
word of God. They had not worshiped the beast or its image and
had not received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to
life and reigned with Christ a 1000 years. (Revelation 20: 4)





The people
who refused to follow the Antichrist during the great tribulation and therefore
were killed will live and rule the earth during the millennial kingdom of
peace.


This
millennial kingdom of peace is what prophets like Isaiah wrote about:




6The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling together; and
a little child will lead them. 7The cow will
feed with the bear, their young will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like
the ox. 8The infant will play near the
cobra’s den, and the young child will put its hand into the viper’s nest.
9They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be filled with the
knowledge of the Lord
as the waters cover the sea. (Isaiah 11: 6-9)







Apocalyptic
literature


This
booklet describes a rather complicated part of the Bible in a nutshell. Many
believers do not dare to concern themselves with this because it is such a heavy
subject. This certainly applies to theologians who deal with the Bible at an
academic level. At universities and colleges nowadays there is a dominant view
about prophecies: they are not meant to say anything about the future. According
to this view almost all the texts that relate to the end times belong to a
so-called apocalyptic genre. This genre is said to have been mainly developed
by freedom fighters in Israel around the beginning of the first century, who
used symbolism to communicate secret messages, accessible only to initiates. This
view on the end time prophecies complicates things even more.


The
apocalyptic genre indeed existed from about 200 BC up until 100 AD. We can
safely say that these freedom fighters were inspired by the Bible in their
writing - and not the other way around, as theologians tend to postulate when they
argue that the apocalyptic genre was created by this group of freedom fighters.



 Symbolism isn’t exclusively found in Daniel
and Revelation: there are many more passages throughout the Bible that contain
symbolism. 


In the
Bible we come across prophetic dreams in the days of Joseph in which God used
symbols. We have seen already that God gave Joseph dreams about his brothers’ corn
sheaves that would bow to his. In doing so, God made clear that this would
happen in the future once Joseph had become the viceroy at Pharaoh’s court. God
also gave Pharaoh a dream about seven fat and seven lean cows. These cows are a
symbol to let Pharaoh know that first there would be seven years of rich
harvests followed by seven years of lean ones. Another example is the Judge
Gideon: God gives a soldier of the opposing army a prophetic and symbolic dream.
The soldier dreamed that a barley cake would roll into their camp and crush it.
This dream meant that Gideon would defeat their army. Which then happened.


There is
much more symbolic language in the Bible. God often gives His prophets messages
in symbolic dreams and visions. Theologians who do not acknowledge this
generally claim that Revelation isn’t a prophecy, although John himself says it
is. They also do not believe that Daniel, Ezekiel and Isaiah were prophets who
heard the voice of God. Nor what Paul has written about the end of time. They
say prophecies are not about the future. Some modern theologians do not believe
that Genesis is historical, nor the book of Job. Not even the exodus of the
people of Israel out of Egypt as it is described in Exodus. 


These
beliefs will not only influence the way you study the Bible; they will also
destroy the fear of God and His coming judgement. 


This seems,
in the light of what is written in this booklet, very unwise.






 


Closing


This
booklet contains only a very brief explanation. I realize that all of this information
can seem quite overwhelming. Most of the Bible is easy for an average reader to
read and understand, but it requires persistence to see the multitude of
fragments of the prophecies in line with each other. The difficult parts of the
Bible were written intentionally; they weren’t included by accident. They provide
a lot of insight into the world in which we live. Whoever wants to understand
them will have to make the effort of studying them thoroughly. 


An
extensive commentary of these matters can be found in my book on Revelation (500+ pages). [vi]


 


This
booklet was made as short as possible, and in fact only the first part is
important. When the time comes, if you live to see them, the events will speak
for themselves.


Jesus often
says, in the way that Jews probably told each other more often in those days:


 


“ Whoever has ears, 


let them hear what the Spirit says” 


 


 


If you
appreciate this booklet and want to be informed of more similar work, you can
subscribe to the newsletter of 


www.mainstudies.nl
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